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Welcome to Hikawa (5) SSH Tour 2EY— XY — - J4

Today I’'m going to talk a little bit about the SSH tour | went on with my classmates.The tour was
two days long and we went to Nigata and Toyama by bus. We visited seven different places. One of
the best places was University of Toyama. It was a very unique and one of a kind university with a
lot of people from all around Japan and also from other countries. | actually had a chance to get into
one of their laboratories and looked at what they were researching. | was interested in ocean
currents and waves there. | experienced what most students can’t. You can only experience these
events when you are in the SSH class of your grade. Please try to join the class so that you can
take part in rare events.
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Science Corner Spider’s Thread

What is your first impression of spider’s thread? It probably is not “Spider’'s Thread”, written by
Ryunosuke Akutagawa, but the thread that living spiders use to make their webs. Some people think
a spider’s thread is fragile but actually it is five times as strong as steel and twice as elastic as nylon.
Also it is made from protein and its imitation is expected to contribute to a more sustainable society
as the substitute of materials made from oil. Now a lot of research and development about artificial
products imitates the natural abilities gained during the evolutionary process of living things.
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